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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEST). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 1, 2011. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ALLEN B. 
WEST to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall 
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

BUDGET GRIDLOCK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCNERNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to address the budget gridlock that’s 
ripping Washington apart. Like every 
American who cares about the future 
of our great country, I’m upset by the 
rampant partisan fighting. But I also 
know that the responsibility is not 
equally shared. For proof, look no fur-
ther than the collapse of the deficit 
supercommittee. 

Washington Republicans’ refusal to 
ask the wealthiest people and the big-

gest corporations to contribute their 
fair share caused the supercommittee’s 
failure and is putting our country at 
risk. Middle class families are strug-
gling, but the world’s biggest corpora-
tions make huge profits and exploit tax 
loopholes to send jobs overseas. And 
the rich keep getting richer but are 
contributing less. 

This inequality is unacceptable, and 
it hurts America’s economy. For in-
stance, the after-tax income of the top 
1 percent rose 281 percent from 1979 to 
2007, but their total average Federal 
tax rate fell by nearly 8 points. Unfor-
tunately, Washington Republicans 
have made clear that they will not fix 
the injustices in our Tax Code. 

In fact, 238 Members of the House and 
41 Senators, almost all of them Repub-
licans, have signed the infamous Amer-
icans for Tax Reform pledge. This 
pledge commits its signers to oppose 
any plan, no matter how responsible, 
that would ask the wealthiest people to 
contribute their fair share. Whether 
motivated by extremist ideology or 
commitments to greedy special inter-
ests, the facts are clear: Republicans 
who signed this pledge cannot take the 
steps our country needs to get our 
budget in order. 

Republicans came to power on a mis-
sion to rein in the budget deficit, a 
goal that we all support. But instead of 
supporting balanced policies, Wash-
ington Republicans forced the Congress 
to pass a dangerous budget agreement. 
And thanks to them, our hands are 
tied. If Washington Republicans keep 
refusing to compromise, massive cuts 
will kick in that will harm the middle 
class. 

Washington Republicans won’t nego-
tiate and won’t come up with a fair 
budget plan. Instead of helping the 
middle class, Republicans are standing 
up for the megarich. 

According to the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities, the plan put for-
ward by Republicans on the deficit 

supercommittee shifts even more of 
the tax burden from the rich to the 
middle class. Their plan would change 
the tax tables in a way that benefits 
the wealthiest households more than 
the rest of us, which is what the chart 
next to me shows. As your income 
grows, so do your benefits. The 
wealthiest households will get more 
and more benefit, and their proposal 
dramatically weakens a variety of tax 
policies that help the middle class. I 
can’t support a plan like that, and the 
American people can’t either. 

Democrats and Republicans should be 
working together on fair solutions, but 
the Republicans’ unwillingness to com-
promise is making this goal impos-
sible. We can find solutions that will 
reduce the debt and keep taxes low for 
small businesses and middle class fami-
lies, but only if the Republicans stop 
protecting tax breaks for the superrich. 

When I took my oath of office, I 
pledged to protect and defend the Con-
stitution, and I am committed to help-
ing the middle class getting our econ-
omy back on track. 

Democrats have demonstrated a will-
ingness to talk about difficult subjects 
like entitlement reform, but Repub-
licans refuse to negotiate. So I ask my 
Republican colleagues, especially those 
who have signed the ATR pledge, a 
simple question: Where do your loyal-
ties lie? With the superrich and the 
special interests or with the hard-
working Americans? 

f 

LARRY MUNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. BROUN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. He turned 
Georgia football games into larger- 
than-life experiences. He awakened ex-
citement and pinpointed fear in the 
depths of Dawg fans’ souls and shouted 
out those emotions on radios state-
wide. His voice will go down in history 
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